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The Move4Nature Teacher Training programme on Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) in the Carpathians, is being developed by the Carpathian Sustainable Education Network 
(CASALEN - www.unesco.pl/edukacja/casalen), and supported by the international corporate 
social responsibility initiative OMV Move & Help.  
 
The training programme is aimed at: 

·  Mainstreaming protection and sustainable development of the Carpathian Mountains 
into the curriculum of the Carpathian schools,  

·  Distributing teaching materials based on the Carpathian environment to schools, 
·  Training a number of teachers from the rural mountainous areas to apply education for 

sustainable development as an interactive approach in the classroom and in the protected 
areas 

 
The first aim of the programme is a long-term overall goal, to be reached in cooperation with 
the Ministries of Education and school administrations in each country, facilitated by the 
training material prepared and introduced during the Teacher Training.  
 
To address the second aim of the programme, CASALEN is currently developing the teaching 
materials in the form of the Carpathian ESD Tool Kit, to be tested during the teachers training. 
 
Another goal of the Teacher training is introducing ESD methods, focused on the protection and 
sustainable development of the Carpathian Mountains, to educators and school administrators in 
the schools in rural mountain areas 
 
The expected outputs are:    

·  an Internet platform to facilitate communication 
·  an informative and interactive training tour in several areas of Romania  
·  a Carpathian ESD Teachers Training Tool Kit 
 

Envisaged outcomes of the project:  
·  a strategy for an interactive Carpathian ESD program, better communication and 

coordination among the Carpathian countries on ESD 
·  schools equipped with eco-educational materials and teachers trained in using them 
·  better awareness in the countries about the Carpathian environmental/mountain issues 

and the mobility-related environmental issues  
 

On the regional level, we continue working on building the network for Education for 
Sustainable Development by forming partnerships with other UN and international 
organizations involved in ESD activities, such as UNESCO, UNECE, WWF, etc. – in order to 
maximise the efficiency of our efforts on the ground, and to expand the interactive network 
between professionals and experts in the Carpathians. 
 
So far, the project activities started in Romania, in cooperation and support from the Ministry of 
Education, Research and Innovation of Romania. 
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Project Time-Table 
I.  June 2008:           Carpathian Planning Workshop -  Bucharest, Romania on June 17-19,  

2008. 
II. November 2008: Romanian Teacher’s training tour  Planning Workshop - Poiana Brasov, 

Romania, November 7-8, 2008. 
III. January 2009:    CASALEN workshop on the  Development of the    Carpathian 

Education Kit (Tool Kit), Trencin, Slovakia, January 29-20, 2009. 
      Jan/April 2009:  Work on the draft Tool Kit. 
IV. April 2009:       Romanian Training Tools Planning  Workshop - Cluj – Napoca, April 

24-26, 2009,. 
V. May 2009 :         The Teacher Training:    Brasov May 9-10th 

Valcea   May 16-17 
Harghita   May 23-24 
Maramures   May 23-24 
Suceava  May 23-24 
Cluj-Bijor May 30-31 

VI. June 5 2009:     Presentation of the Report of the training, Vienna, Austria 

VII. October 2009:  OMV - Media Tour in Romania 

 
 

Brief description of the Project steps: 
 
I. The first planning workshop for the Carpathian environmental education network 
development and educator training was held in a combined effort of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) - Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention and The 
Environment and School Initiatives (ENSI), at the margins of the second Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Carpathian Convention. The workshop brought together 
governmental and academic experts,  professionals and activists in education for Environment 
and Sustainable Development from Romania, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Serbia, 
Slovakia, and Ukraine, including the Ministry of Education, Research and Youth of Romania 
and members of the recently established Carpathian Sustainable Education Network.  
 
The workshop served as 
a platform for 
discussion and 
experience exchange on 
the state of Education 
for Sustainable 
development in the 
Carpathian countries. 
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II. A “Planning Workshop for the development of a Romanian training tour” was organized 
with support from ENSI and the Ministry of Education, Research and Youth of Romania. The  
main objective of the planning workshop was to bring together representatives of  the Ministry 
of Education, the county school administrations, natural parks and the local NGOs, in order to 
plant their joint involvement in the teachers’ training tour.  
 

 

During the Workshop it was 
agreed that the Teacher 
Training will take place in 
May 2009, at 6 locations in 
Romania, with participation 
of 7 counties1, organized 
cooperatively by a team 
composed of: representatives 
of the County School 
Inspectorate, local NGOs 
and/or National Parks. 

 
 
III. The CASALEN workshop for the development of the Carpathian Mountain ESD Training 
Tool Kit (Tool Kit) was organized by UNEP – Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention 
and The Environment and School Initiatives (ENSI). The workshop served to finalise the 
concept of the Tool Kit  and to frame and determine the concrete steps of its development.  
Consequently, the draft tool kit was developed in time to be used and reviewed during the 
Training of the Trainers and the Teacher Training  Tour in Romania, as well as other partners of 
the Carpathian Convention.  
 
 
IV. The Training of the Trainers (ToT) for the Move4Nature Teacher Training Tour was 
organized by the Healthy Environment Regional Organization (HERO),  with assistance from 
the School Inspectorate for the Cluj County and support from  the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, Research and Innovation of 
Romania (MoE).  

 

                                                 
1 Bihor, Cluj, Brasov, Harghita, Maramures, Suceava, and Valcea. 
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The Training of the Trainers served to: 

 
·  introduce a common training 

structure and enrich it with inputs 
from each training team; 

·  receive feedback on and suggestions 
of local inputs into the draft 
Carpathian ESD Tool Kit from the 
participants 

·  incorporate the use of the tool kit 
into the training programme in each 
location; 

·  present a format for reports of the 
Teacher Trainings, to be used in a 
project publication 

 

 
 
V. The Teacher Trainings in each location will involve the following elements:  
 

·  Carpathian Convention presentation 
·  The Move4Nature project presentation 
·  The Carpathian Education Tool Kit and the National Curriculum 
·  The Study Trail. Concept, components, process of designing the trail. 
·  Visit to a National Park/Protected area/area of natural/cultural interest - activities for a key 

point of the study trail  
·  The local study trail, activities on a key point, based on the Tool Kit – working in groups 
·  Conclusions, follow-up, evaluation 

 
The trainings will result in brief reports, which will be combined into a colorful 
publication, to be presented at the World Environment Day event in the Vienna 
International Center.  
 
* The Full reports of the Project steps I-IV, including the Carpathian Mountain ESD Tool 
Kit Concept, are available upon request. 
 
The progress and results of the project will be available online by June 5th, 2009, 
including the published report and the draft versions of the tool kit chapters in Romanian 
and English, in order to facilitate dialogue and exchange of ideas among the project 
partners and participants, as well as receive further contributions to the Tool Kit. The Tool  
Kit will be available for translation and adaptation by the other countries of the Carpathian 
region, and potentially by other mountainous regions. 
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Follow-Up 
 
A Media-tour will take place, tentatively in October, with participation from OMV and 
Romanian authorities, which would visit 2-3 schools to see the results of the Teacher Training 
and the use of the Tool Kit.  
 
The teachers participating in the project are encouraged to continue using the Tool Kit and 
remain in contact to exchange ideas and experience.  
 

A number of very interesting possible follow-up activities with schools and teachers in Romania 
, that could be linked to the project, have been identified, which should be further developed 
and implemented upon availability of additional resources. 

The Romanian project partners are looking forward to following up the Teacher Training with a 
conference of the project participants (teachers and their students), in order to solidify the 
training results and to support exchange of ideas and experience. In addition, they are hoping to 
be able to organize additional trainings in other areas of Romania. 

The project partners are envisaging joint follow-up projects with neighboring countries, such as 
Ukraine, in order to facilitate regional exchange on ESD issues in the context of the Carpathian 
Mountains sustainable development, with facilitation by UNEP – Interim Secretariat of the 
Carpathian Convention, ENSI and CASALEN.  
 
In order to further increase the impact and public visibility of the project, and to extend it to 
additional schools at a large scale, both on national level in Romania and  in other countries of 
the Carpathian Region,  further support from interested partners should be sought, in order to 
capitalize on the opportunities and maximize the outreach and broadest involvement of the 
stakeholders (school children, parents and teachers).in the project activities. 
 
 

Contact 
 
Mr. Harald Egerer 
United Nations Environment Programme - Regional Office for Europe - Vienna Office 
 
Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention 
 
UNEP Vienna 
Room E0479 
Vienna International Centre 
PO Box 500 
A 1400 Austria 
 
Tel: (+ 43-1) 26060-4545 
Fax: (+ 43-1) 26060-7-4545 
 
Mobile: +43 699 14 59 4545 
E-mail: harald.egerer@unvienna.org 


